
REGIONAL NOTES

as a sort of music-climbing for him was a sort of ballet', whilst Bonani is 'an
engineer, a magician'. Tilman's classic comment on the top of Nanda Devi 'I
believe we (he and Odell) so far forgot ourselves as to shake hands on it',
provides an Anglo-Saxon counter weight.

In his final Chapter, Francis Keenlyside gives a long quotation from
Tejado-Flores's 'Games Climbers Play' as well as a sensible send off by Kevin
Fitzgerald to some pseudo-scientific behavioural psychology. The author's
own conclusion is that mountaineering, by its very 'uselessness' is an anti
dote to the intellectual strivings of everyday life. Yet, a knowledge of
mountaineering has helped in an understanding of man's complicated yet
subtle body mechanisms, as well as contributing to our appreciation of the
earth's surface, and both these activities bring mountaineering into the main
stream of man's desire to extend the limits of his knowledge. Perhaps in one
context, the mountaineer is 'useful' and in the other 'useless', and it is a
pleasure, I admit, to find that my own activities in both these spheres are
recorded; on the one hand, treating cases of frostbite after the Eigerwand
direct and taking part in the Himalayan Scientific Expedition 1960-1, and on
the other, making the first ascent of what the author considers may have been
the hardest voie normale to date in the Himalaya-Ama Dablam. In this con
text, it is surprising that he does not comment more on the S Face of
Annapurna as being probably the hardest route (pace Everest SW Face) yet
achieved in the Himalaya.

It is a difficult task to summarise elegantly and with both precision and
knowledge, such a vast subject, covering activities over 150 years on every
Continent, yet Francis Keenlyside has carried out this mammoth task with
verve, understanding and lucidity. The illustrations are outstanding in both
their relevance to the text and in the sheer beauty of composition and colour.
They add an extra dimension to such a book, for part of the mountain
passion is bound up with visual images. This book is simply the best book on
the history of mountaineering so far published.

MichaeI Ward

Regional Notes
T. M. Connor

1975

As intimated in the Asia Notes for 1974, we have been taking stock and reconsidering
what objective this Journal can best fulfil in its Notes sections. In the past, we have
aimed to cover in brief in a reasonably comprehensive way as many details as possible of
climbs done in the previous year, in 8 selected geographical areas. However, the current
scale of effort is now so vast that this becomes an almost impossible task with the space
and manpower available, particularly at a time when economic factors are limiting the
size of the Journa!. Also, since it is an annual, such brief details are no longer particularly
newsworthy items, since in recent years a number of other publications have appeared
which are better geared to function as news media by virtue of their more frequent
appearance throughout the year. It thus seems better for us to restrict our Notes section
and alter its function to some extent. As a result, we will in future in no sense attempt a
comprehensive coverage of the previous year's activities. Rather, we will aim only to
mention some of the most outstanding events of the year and will attempt to identify
trends where these are apparent. We will continue to include reviews of guidebooks but
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will also record other books and guides that we have become aware of, but which have
not been sent for review. Articles containing useful summaries of information about
particular areas or peaks will also be mentioned.

In this way the volume of Notes will be reduced, but we hope they will still fulfil a
useful if slightly altered function in their revised form. On the other hand, more space
and effort will be available for the full-scale articles which have always comprised the
major part of the Journal. These will continue to include the Triennial or similar reviews
which have been a feature of the past few years, and we will endeavour to publish other
review articles dealing with particular mountain ranges or peaks when the opportunity
arises. These will constitute a back-up to the new style of regional notes.

Our thanks are due to the many correspondents who still provide us with details of the
year's happenings. We are also much indebted to the various publications which have
provided source material for these notes.

THE ALPS
The scale and complexity of modern Alpine climbing are such that only a brief selection
can be given here of the many mountain deeds accomplished during 1975. These include
a spate of first ascents, first winter ascents, first solo ascents, first winter solo ascents and
first British and other national ascents in all these categories; records of second, third,
fourth and so on versions are also available for those interested. The minutiae appear as
hot news in 'Mountain', the collection resources of which are magnificent and unparal
leled. Sober details of times, lengths and difficulties (so that all may follow) are pub
lished in 'Alpine Climbing'.

The time has come perhaps, to question what exactly constitutes a new route. Ridges
leading up to a peak and the faces in between provide a series of demarcated natural
lines, each perhaps justifying designation as separate climbs. Two separate lines, however,
up an expanse of mountain, offering similar problems on each, would not appear to
justify separate designation in quite the same way. If the area be wide, they may well be
a long way apart and not reasonably interchangeable, but the next 'new' route will be
between them and the one after that will probably cross the other 3. Finally, when the
standard of the climbers is high enough, the only instruction needed is 'up' and the desig
nation of lines becomes unnecessary.

Further increase in the complexity of the present detail will tend to render it progres
sively meaningless. Only the active mountaineers themselves can change the system. As
long as the 'new' route is the accolade for the expert, such lines will continue to
multiply, intricate as a spider's web, on every mountainside, but will only be of signifi
cance to the immediate participants.

There are questions toO of fashion. The Grand Pilier d'Angle has been very much in
the news in the last few years and has attracted experts from everywhere. This year alone
saw the first winter ascent and a Polish variation of the CecchinellNomine Route, the
second (first British), the first solo and the Yugoslav ascent of the BonattilZapelli Route,
the first solo ascent of the BonattilGobbi Route and the second ascent of the Dufour/
Frehel Route. 'Various ascents of the face during the season' says 'Mountain', 'have led
to a growing opinion that the routes have been rather overrated in the past'. It is well on
the way, in the words of the hoary mountaineering cliche, to becoming 'an easy day for
a lady'.

Both here and abroad there are many more climbers devoting much more of their
lives to climbing than ever before, so that the scale of attack on outstanding problems is
ever widening. They are helped by continued improvements of equipment and by the
ease of access to mountains provided by the expanding network of telepheriques. It is
not surprising to find, however, that continental climbers, by virtue of both numbers and
availability, are playing the major part. During 1975 the Mont Blanc area saw the greatest
concentration of activity, or was perhaps the one most productive of news items. It is
hard to achieve a uniformiry of reporting; judging from the frequently published correc
tions it is equally hard to achieve accuracy.

The winter season of 1974/1975 produced an outstanding crop of winter. ascents.
British ascents included the N face of the Aiguille des Grand Charmoz (2nd) by Collister
and Cohen, the N face of the Aiguille des Pelerins (1st) and the Col de I'Aiguille Verte
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(lst), both by Rouse and Carrington. A first British ascent of the NE couloir of the
Grand Dru by Coleman and Harding was later disputed by critics in 'Mountain'. In the
Oberland a new 900 m route was made by Haston and Neithardt on the N face of the
Monch. The general standard of achievement by British parties continues to rise all the
time.

Among the deeds of continental climbers it is difficult to particularise. Yves Ghirardini
survived 10 nights on the mountain, 8 of them without bivouac equipment, in making the
first win ter solo ascent of the Shroud on the Grandes j or,asses. A German party made a new
route on the N face of the Aiguille du Triolet. Three routes on the N face of Mont Brulee
received first winter ascents-the Manera/Ricompensa Route, the Topali/Barbey Route and
the (portmanteau) Brant/Braun/Meyer/TheytazlZuckschwerdt Route. There were many
others.

In 1975 'heavy snow conditions and poor weather', says 'Mountain', 'lasted into july,
leaving the big ice routes in excellent condition'. An impressive list in all the first ascent
categories was the result. It is a pity that no record exists of some of the more unusual
items since the number of more conventional climbs is overwhelming. The Super Couloir
of the E face of the Mont Blanc du Tacul was climb..d in May by Boivin and Gabarrou;
this route at least appears as a fine natural line. British first ascents of the Shroud were
made in July. First ascents were made on the S face of the Pointe Adolphe Rey, on the
N face of the Pyramide du Tacul, the Sand W face of Mont Gruetta, the N face direct of
the Aiguille de la Grand Rocheuse, the N face of the Droites and so on and so on. For
comprehensive coverage, consult 'Alpine Climbing'.

(These notes were prepared by Edward Pyarr,)

GUIDE-BOOKS AND INFORMATION
An article by Andre Contamine entitled 'Mont Blanc-The massif and its Climbs' appears
in 'Mountain' 43 16; it reviews the principal climbs in this region and summarises
achievements since the advent of extreme winter climbing and the practice of solo
ascents.

The following guide-books have been received:

Escalades dans les Alpes de Provence-Verdon, Cadieres, Teillon, Aiglun Michel
Dufranc and Alexis Lucchesi (Marrimpouey jeune, Pau, 1975, pp 160) At a point some
80 km NE of Toulon, 75 km W of Nice, the Verdon, a tributary of the Durance, has
carved out a magnificent canyon in the limestone. This guide-book details numerous
routes up to 1000 ft most of them requiring pirons. The gorge also provides spOrt for
walkers and canoeists. Other crags nearby add up to an impressive climbing area very
close to Mediterranean beaches and sunshine.

Escalades dans le Massif du Luberon-Falaises de Buoux (Muruelle Sports Loisirs
Culture-Section Alpinisme et Escalade, Marseille, 1975, pp 86) The Luberon Massif is a
mountain range running E and W some 60 km N of Marseille. At Buoux on the N flank a
series of limestone cliffs provides climbs up to 300 ft, mostly involving some artificial.

L'ecole d'escalade des Eaux-Claires (CAF, Sous-section d'Angouleme, n.d. pp 22) One
which we missed when it first appeared. Noteworthy in describing rocks where there is a
real dearth, near Angouleme, 'half-way between Paris and the Pyrenees'. The rock is
limestone, similar to the Saussois, but the routes are short (up to 18 m). (See 'Climbers'
Playgrounds', p 215.) .

La Chaine du Mont Blanc: Aiguille Verte-Triolet-Dolent-Argentiere-Trient (Guide
Vallot Vol 3) Lucien Devies and Pierre Henry (Arthaud, 1975, pp 491) This is the 4th
edition of the standard guide-book-a beautifully produced, concise and detailed work of
mountaineering scholarship. The only criticism is of the weight (more than ilb), which
must justify subdivision into a series of smaller volumes more easily handleable in the
field.

Pyrenees East-East of the Gavarnie Cirque (pp 144) and Pyrenees West-West of the
Gavarnie Cirque (pp 136) both by Arthur Barragel (Gaston-West Col Publications,
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1975) The off-set litho typeface is dull and the picture quality unremarkable, but these
are field guide-books and not works of art. Written for both walkers and climbers, they
are the usual workmanlike productions we expect from these British guide-book series,
packed with varied information. The covers appear likely to suffer severely if rained
upon. The appearance of guide-books in English should encourage many more visitors to
sample the delights of this comparatively unknown mountain range.

Pennine Alps East (Alpine Club Guide Book) Robin G. Co110mb (Alpine Club and West
Col, 1975, pp 169) This is the first volume of 3 which replace the earlier single volume
Alpine Club Guide to the Pennine Alps, published in 1968. In the new guides, areas
which previously received rather perfunctory treatment have been described at rather
greater length, incorporating new information on less frequented areas such as the
Valpelline and other Italian valleys. The principal ranges covered are the Weissmies
chain, the Portjengrat chain, the Rimpfischhorn group and the Mischabel chain. There
are 26 diagrams and illustrations.

Pennine Alps Central (Alpine Club Guide Book) Robin G. Collomb (Alpine Club and
West Col, 1975, pp 373 and 78 diagrams and illustrations) The second of the series
mentioned above covering the area Neues Weisstor to Col des Bouquetins and including
Monte Rosa, Mattethorn, Dent Blanche, Weisstor chains, Italian Valley ranges and
Valpelline S.

Rocca Sbarua e Monte Tre Denti G. P. Motti (CA1, Section Turin, 1974) In Italian,
describes climbs in the neighbourhood of Turin.

Alpes Juliennes G. Buscaini (CAI, 1974, pp 488)

Montblanc Gruppe F. Koniger revised by P. Schubert and K. Werner. (Bergverlag
Rudolf Rother, Munich, 1974) In German, a selection of around 400 routes.

AFRICA

EAST AFRICA
Mount Kenya (5199 m) Y. Chouinard and M. Covington climbed the final 60 m of the
headwall of the Diamond Couloir in January, thus completing a portion of the climb
avoided by a traverse in the Snyder/Thumbi route, and achieving a direct ascent of the
Couloir. However, they did not subsequently complete the final 200 m ascent up the
glacier to the Gate of Mists. Later, D. Cheeseman and D. Morris climbed the entire
Couloir, including the direct finish and the subsequent ascent to the Gate of Mists. It
now remains for this route to be done under winter conditions. Cheeseman later climbed
the difficult E face of Nelion (VI, A 3) with Tony Charlton and made the second Grand
Traverse of Mount Kenya with P. Snyder. This has been the busiest season in the
mountain's history.

Mount Kilimanjaro (5895 m) J. Temple and T. Charlton climbed a new route (V; 1300
m) on the Breach Wall of Kibo.

SOUTH AFRICA
This year saw attempts being made on long country climbs, which have lain fallow since
being opened in some cases. In Du Toit's Kloof area, Snijders ha~ prospected some inter
esting multi-peak traverses, also a few mild grade long ridge climbs and a surprisingly
easy D route on Deception Peak.

R. Smithers and D. McLachlan opened several good gymnastic lines on Table
Mountain-notably Can Can (Gl) and Bombay Duck (F2). Roulette, the hardest climb
on Table Mountain, still awaits a full second ascent, although the free pitches were led
by Ed February, without apparent effort!

K. Fletcher's party, training for Kerguelen Island, portered masses of equipment into
the Hex River Mountains to attempt a 'direct' on the rotten Milner Peak 'Hollywood
Bowl' amphitheatre. An avalanche of nearly 80 tons of razor edged rubble crashed down
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